
AKVIS Enhancer 3 is the latest upgrade of 
this software, with the main enhancements 
being a new interface and 16-bit image 
support. You can independently control 
the Shadows, Highlights, Level of Detail, and 
Lightness of an image using Enhancer.

The program, in general, performs nicely. 
At the default settings, I typically preferred 
the results to those of the Adobe Photoshop 
Shadow/Highlight adjustment, although in 
many cases neither correction was really 
satisfactory. If you want an alternative to 
Shadow/Highlights that gives you some differ-
ent controls, this fi lter could be one to add to 
your arsenal. At $69, it won’t break the bank. 

I also found some disturbing issues with it. 
On the Mac (a new G5 Quad with 1.5 MB of 
RAM using a 1500x1000 image), the fi lter was dis-
tressingly slow to preview changes in the sliders. 

One neat new feature is the Level of Detail 
slider. It does add detail to the image but it 
may also produce excessive noise. I was able 

to get a similar correction in Shadow/High-
light with much less noise in the image. 

On the Mac, the preview is not color-accu-
rate. One corrected image looked fi ne in the 
preview but produced a distressing red skin 
tone when actually applied. This problem is 
either not present or less apparent in Windows. 
Neither platform contains a way to view the 
image at 100%; however, on Windows you 
can’t enlarge the dialog either, which makes it 
extremely diffi cult to select optimal settings.

If you work on a duplicate layer and mask 
out the less-successful areas of the fi ltered 
image, you can get good results with Enhancer 
that aren’t possible using Photoshop’s Shadow/
Highlight.—Sherry London

Lensbaby 2
Control lens blur and softness with your camera

Lensbaby 2 is a coated doublet, soft-focus, 
50mm f:2 lens that breaks our preoccupation 
with image sharpness and introduces us to 
a world of controlled blur and softness. It’s 
great fun whether you use it for traditional 
soft-focus portraiture or to explore a world of 
ethereal landscapes and dreamlike imagery. 

Lensbaby is small, weighing only 3.5 ounces, 
but it’s solidly designed with fl exible tubing 
connecting the front and back of the lens. By 
twisting the fl exible tubing with your hands, 
you selectively focus on one “sweet spot” 
area of sharpness while the rest of the scene 
transitions to soft focus. The bellows can be 
compressed, extended, and twisted up, down, 
right, or left. When compressed, the Lensbaby 
focuses at infi nity; when fully extended, it 
focuses on objects about a foot away. The 
front of the lens has a 37mm thread for adding 
two optional macro fi lters sold by Lensbabies 

for $29, which allow you to focus from 2–13". 
To control the size of the sweet spot, Lensbaby 
is packaged with a set of four interchange-
able aperture rings (f:2.8, f:4, f:5.6, and f:8) that 
are cleverly held in place by tiny magnets. 

Lensbaby is a lot of fun to use but don’t 
let its apparent simplicity allow you to 
become cavalier. Placing your fi ngers around 
the lens and becoming comfortable manip-
ulating the bellows for the desired effects 
requires practice. For best exposure results, 
I found the combination of a digital SLR using 
the aperture priority mode and feedback 
from a histogram and LCD very practical 
for getting it right.—Steve Baczewski

PRODUCT REVIEWS

AKVIS Enhancer 3
Detail-enhancement plug-in
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Creative; just plain fun to use

Unable to play “Lady of Spain”
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Easy-to-use interface

Lack of Zoom feature; noise
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